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News Release
National Institute celebrates collaboration with 9 sites. 
Washington DC: (May 3-5, 2006) The National Institute for Urban School Improvement (NIUSI) brought together members from their nine sites to participate in the 6th annual Synergy Site Meeting in Washington D.C to discuss vital issues, as educational systems work to meet the requirements of NCLB and IDEA 2004.  Gene Bamesberger, Anthony Smith, Rachel Starks, and Nicole Veltz represented Denver Public Schools.  Other participants included teachers, administrators, superintendents and policy makers from nine of the largest urban school districts in the nation.  The meeting focused on creating equitable educational opportunities for all students. Groups reviewed district data profiles, reflected on NIUSI accomplishments and challenges in the past year, developed strategic approaches to early intervention, developed a plan of action for professional development and technical assistance to schools for the next year, and explored the impact of culture in education.
“The National Institute for Urban School Improvement is a driving force in transforming urban education and ensuring urban excellence and promising futures for all students.” –Ingrid Draper,

Teams from Clark County School District, Denver Public Schools, District of Columbia Public Schools,  Hacienda La Puente Unified School District, Madison Metropolitan School District, Memphis City Schools, Miami-Dade County Public Schools, and New York School District 75 collaborated to develop new ideas and action plans for improving schools in their individual districts.  
About Us: The National Institute for Urban School Improvement (NIUSI), a project funded by the U.S. Department of Education's Office of Special Education Programs, supports inclusive, urban communities, schools, and families to build their capacity for sustainable, successful urban education.  The NIUSI headquarters are located in Denver, CO on the campus of the University of Colorado at Denver and Health Sciences Center.  For more information or to contact NIUSI go to www.urbanschools.org.
The NIUSI mission is to develop powerful networks of urban districts and schools that embrace and implement a data-based, continuous improvement approach for inclusive practices. 
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