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News Release

New series available on critical issues in urban education.  
Denver, CO: (October 9, 2006) The National Institute for Urban School Improvement (NIUSI), a non profit funded by the Office of Special Education Programs, has developed and produced a way for everyone to easily access critical information on issues in urban education.  This series, called OnPoints, are short talking points that are great to start group discussions on a variety of subjects.  Issues covered include mental health, understanding culture, immigration, multiple intelligences, inclusive education and much more.  These OnPoints are great for teachers, educators, principals, superintendents, and the general public.  They offer brief overviews of the issue along with creative suggestions of activities people can do now in their communities.  These publications have been written by a variety of researchers, practitioners, and family members that have personal experience in their subject fields.  

NIUSI’s most recently released OnPoint, Understanding English Language Learners’ Needs and the Language Acquisition Process: Two Teacher Educators’ Perspectives is written by two native Polish- speaking teacher educators.  The authors, Alicja Rieger, Ph.D. and Ewa McGrail, Ph.D., discuss the complexity of English language learners’ needs.  Both teachers use their own experiences and knowledge as English Language Learners in methods courses they teach in teacher education programs in the United States.  They stress the importance of striking a balance between valuing language diversity and ensuring that each student has access to high quality academic instruction. This dilemma is complicated politically, socially, and academically within and outside of the classroom.  Rieger and McGrail outline several strategies throughout this OnPoint to help teacher educators model for their students, pre- and in- service teachers, the language acquisition process and ESL pedagogy.  Teachers need deep understanding of both to meet the needs of our increasingly culturally and linguistically diverse public schools.
To view this product as well as other OnPoints visit our website www.urbanschools.org and click on ‘Publications’ then ‘OnPoints’.   They are available to download for free or you may order them through NIUSI for a small printing/shipping fee. [image: image1][image: image2][image: image3][image: image4.png]
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About Us: NIUSI supports inclusive, urban communities, schools, and families to build their capacity for sustainable, successful urban education.  The NIUSI headquarters are located in Denver, CO on the campus of the University of Colorado at Denver and Health Sciences Center.  For more information or to contact NIUSI go to www.urbanschools.org.

The NIUSI mission is to develop powerful networks of urban districts and schools that embrace and implement a data-based, continuous improvement approach for inclusive practices. 
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