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News Release

NIUSI releases new materials on homelessness. 
Denver, CO: (March 5, 2007) The National Institute for Urban School Improvement (NIUSI) has recently released a new OnPoint, Addressing Homelessness in Urban Schools.  The authors, Lynn K. Wilder, Elizabeth J. Rotz, and Amy W. Sonntag, discuss how homelessness affects the lives of children and what schools can do to support these children. They discuss what kind of assistance is mandated by law and the physical, social/ emotional, and academic needs students who experience homelessness have.  Given the varied individual needs of these students all school personnel should receive training to work with these students. Younger homeless children attend school in greater numbers than they did 15 years ago, but school enrollment and attendance for homeless youth is sporadic.  In conclusion, school is one place where homeless children/ youth can go to feel safe, accepted, and to receive many kinds of physical, emotional, and academic assistance.  Homelessness is a serious concern and in order for homeless students to be successful, they need the support of both school and community personnel.  The authors reinforce the idea that school leaders can be change agents for students who experience homelessness.
To view this product as well as other OnPoints visit our website www.urbanschools.org and click on ‘Publications’ then ‘OnPoints’.  The NIUSI OnPoint series are brief discussions of critical issues in urban education.  These publications have been written by a variety of researchers, practitioners, and family members about specific practices that support inclusive schooling.   The purpose of these On Points is to help link theories and practices so that a framework for exploring or informing practice is created.  They also show examples of how the theory is translated into practice that is effective and produces learning results for students. 
About Us: NIUSI, a project funded by the U.S. Department of Education's Office of Special Education Programs, supports inclusive, urban communities, schools, and families to build their capacity for sustainable, successful urban education.  The NIUSI headquarters are located in Denver, CO on the campus of the University of Colorado at Denver and Health Sciences Center.  For more information or to contact NIUSI go to www.urbanschools.org.
The NIUSI mission is to develop powerful networks of urban districts and schools that embrace and implement a data-based, continuous improvement approach for inclusive practices. [image: image1][image: image2][image: image3][image: image4.png]
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